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Principal’s Message 

 
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
Let me begin by welcoming you to Doral Academy Preparatory School.  On behalf of the entire faculty 
and staff, I would like to express our commitment to providing a quality education program within a 
safe, caring, and exceptionally challenging environment.  I am confident that by working together, you 
and your child’s educational journey will be exciting, meaningful, demanding, and most of all, 
productive.   
  
The Parent & Student Handbook outlines our policies and procedures for the 2024-2025 school year. 
It was written in order to provide our students and parents with the necessary information they need in 
order to be successful at our school.  Therefore, we recommend that students and parents read this 
handbook very carefully so that there is no confusion about our policies. 
 
The 21st century presents us with more unique challenges and opportunities than ever before.  Many 
of the choices made in middle and high school will determine your success in this new millennium.  I 
challenge each of you to take advantage of what is available to you at Doral Academy Preparatory 
School.  You have the opportunity to prepare for your future and make your dreams come true! 
 
I look forward to working with you and watching students discover the richness of life through education.  
The future belongs to those that prepare, so make the best of today and plan an education program 
that will have you ready for tomorrow.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Carlos Ferralls 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Students enrolled in Doral Academy are students of Miami-Dade County Public Schools and are subject to applicable 
policies as well as entitled to same rights. 
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DORAL ACADEMY VISION/MISSION/BELIEFS 

The vision of Doral Academy Preparatory School is to set the standard for 
outstanding student achievement while providing a safe and nurturing 

environment. 
 
 

The mission of the Doral Academy Preparatory School is to provide an educational 
experience that cultivates student academic success though creativity and innovation, while 
instilling a belief in their own efficacy to positively impact the local and global community. 

 
 
We believe: 

§ Student academic achievement and character development are the main priorities 
of our school. 

§ Students can meet and surpass the challenges of state and national testing 
standards. 

§ Every member of our school community is involved in maintaining our vision and 
mission as well as ensuring the success of our school. 

§ Our school community is committed to ongoing self-reflection and improvement. 
§ The diversity of our community increases the richness of the entire educational 

experience. 
§ Every student deserves the opportunity to succeed. 
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed throughout the school year using classroom, district, state and national assessments. 
Beginning with the 2024–25 school year, the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) will assess 
students in 6th through 10th grade in English Language Arts (ELA) and 6th through 8th grade in Mathematics. 
FAST is a progress monitoring assessment based on the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) 
Standards and will be administered as a computer-based assessment three times per year. In addition, students 
will take End-of-Course (EOC) assessments for Biology, Civics, US History, Algebra, and Geometry and the 
Statewide Science Assessment in Grade 8. 
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The tentative dates for progress monitoring are as follows: 
• 1st Progress Monitoring Period: August 17–September 29, 2024 
• 2nd Progress Monitoring Period: December 4, 2024–January 26, 2025 
• The following graphic shows the assessment dates for the 3rd progress monitoring period as per the state.  

Refer to the Miami-Dade County Public School’s website for updates regarding district and state test dates as 
well as our school website in the Spring for the school testing calendar.    

 
ACTIVITIES 
Clubs 
Doral Academy Preparatory students may participate in a wide variety of activities, including student council, 
subject-area clubs, honor societies, service clubs, school publications, and class activities. School-sponsored 
clubs may be curriculum related or non-curriculum related. 

 
Curriculum-related clubs are student groups whose goals are an extension of the activities and objectives in a 
particular subject area within the school's curriculum. Conversely, non-curriculum related clubs are student 
groups whose goals are special interest oriented and not directly related to the curriculum. Meetings of non-
curriculum-related clubs may be scheduled only at times when instruction is not taking place, either before or 
after school. 
 
Non-School Sponsored Clubs 
The State of Florida prohibits the participation of public-school students in Fraternities or Sororities, or any other 
private clubs whose active membership is comprised wholly or partly by public school students and its members 
are selected based on the decision of its members, and not on the rules of the school. 

 
Field trips and Special Activities 
The Activities Office is responsible for coordinating field trips and activities pertaining to clubs and classes. 
Participation in field trips requires that the student present a field trip form signed by the parent/guardian to 
his/her teacher(s) in advance. It is the student’s responsibility to make up the work missed while on a field trip. 
In addition, at times vendors who have a “no refund” policy will require schools to pay the full amount of the field 
trip prior to the event. In this case, students/parents will be notified in advance of the vendor’s “no refund” policy. 

 
Grades 6-12 
Students and parent(s)/guardian(s) must read and sign the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Contract for 
Student Participation in Interscholastic Competitions or Performances (FM-7155). In addition, alternatives to 
suspension may include exclusion from grade level class events and or activities.  

 
Senior Activities  
Students and parent(s)/guardian(s) must read and sign the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Contract for 
Student Participation in Interscholastic Competitions or Performances (FM-7155). In addition, alternatives to 
suspension may include exclusion from senior events and/or activities.  
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ATHLETICS 
Eligibility/Student Contracts 
Any student interested in participating in interscholastic sports must purchase interscholastic school insurance 
prior to participation at any level. Additional information on the school’s athletic programs may be obtained from 
the Athletic Director.  
 
A student is eligible to participate in interscholastic sports if he/she:  

§ Completes and submits an athletic physical form before participating in any physical activity no earlier 
than July 1. 

§ Presents an original birth certificate or passport. 
§ Has a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 un-weighted scale at the end of each 

semester. 
§ Adheres to the principles of good sportsmanship and the ethics of competition at all time. 
§ Student athletic contract must be signed along with all other FHSAA pre-participation forms. 

Students are declared ineligible to participate in interscholastic sports if he/she: 
§ Has lack of attendance, improper conduct, or other valid reasons as deemed by the Principal. 
§ After four (4) consecutive academic years from the date he or she first enrolls in the ninth (9th) grade. 
§ Upon reaching the age of 19 years. 

 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY (Board Rule 6Gx13- 5A-1.041) 
Student attendance is a means of improving student performance and critical in raising student achievement. 
Together, the staff of Miami-Dade County Public Schools, students, parents and the community must make every 
effort to lessen the loss of instructional time to students. In order to accomplish this goal, on April 18, 2007, the 
School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida approved a new Student Attendance Board Rule, which is stated 
below. 
 
The Attendance Review Committee  
The Attendance Review Committee is comprised of a minimum of a student services representative and an 
administrator or administrative designee and will provide guidance and support to students with significant 
absences. They are expected to: 

1. Provide early intervention by convening when students reach an accumulation of five (5) unexcused 
absences in a semester or ten (10) unexcused absences in an annual course or ten (10) tardies in a 
semester course or twenty (20) tardies in an annual course. 

2. Convene a minimum of two (2) times per year. 
3. Consider all extenuating circumstances surrounding student absences. The Attendance Review 

Committee is charged with the responsibility of prescribing activities designed to mitigate the loss of 
instructional time and has the authority to recommend the following: 
a. Issuing of semester or final grades. 
b. Temporary withholding of semester or final grades. The following are among possible options: 

(1) Make-up assignments 
(2) Attendance probation for the following grading period(s) 
(3) Completion of a school service project 
(4) Saturday School  

c. Permanent withholding of semester or final grades and credit.  
4. Review attendance history for student(s) exhibiting patterns of excused and/or unexcused absences and 

provide appropriate referrals and counseling support. 
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Doral Attendance Policy 
§ All absences will be marked as unexcused until the student presents a note, within 72 hours of an 

absence, submitted via the school website (Parents tab and then click on Absences). 
§ Absences will be excused for the following reasons: 

o Student illness 
o Medical appointment (Doctor’s note showing date and time of appointment) 
o Death in the immediate family 
o Observance of a religious holiday recognized by Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
o Official summons to appear in court.  
o Other individual student absences beyond the control of the parent or student must be approved 

by the Principal or Assistant Principal.  
§ Family vacations will NOT be excused. 
§ Non- School sponsored athletic/extra-curricular events will NOT be excused. 
§ Transportation issues and parent and/or sibling illness will NOT be excused. 
§ Students absent for five (5) or more consecutive days will require a doctor’s note or other official 

documentation upon return to school. 
§ School sponsored field trips will not adversely affect the student’s attendance record. 
§ No make-up work, tests, or projects will be given to the student for the day(s) missed until the absence(s) 

are excused. The student is responsible for asking for their makeup work. Failure to excuse absences in 
a timely manner will result in a grade of "F" on missed work. 

§ Teachers will designate a reasonable amount of time in which make-up work can be completed. 
§ If a student is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school, he or she must be under the supervision 

of a physician in order to receive an excuse from the attendance office. Subsequently, those students 
that are repeatedly out will be referred to Hospital Homebound Services. 

§ Students accumulating ten (10) or more unexcused hours in an annual course or five (5) or more 
unexcused hours in a semester course will be subject to the withholding of credits(s) pending a 
conference and/or review of all absences by the attendance review committee. Students with excessive 
absences, excused and/or unexcused, are subject to having a complaint of truancy filed with the 
Department of Juvenile Justice and legal action will be taken to ensure regular attendance. 

§ The Attendance Committee will convene two (2) times per year to review student attendance and issue 
“No Credit” in the event the student has exceeded the above-mentioned absences.   

 
Tardiness/Lockout Procedure 

§ High school students arriving after 7:30am and middle school students arriving after 8:30am will be locked 
out of the first class of the day and sent to the cafeteria. This will be considered an unexcused absence 
from that period. Students arriving after 10:15 will be marked tardy when they arrive to school, and must 
pick up a late pass which is to be shown to any teacher whose classes were missed. It is the student’s 
responsibility to request a pass. Failure to do so may result in him/her being marked absent.   

§ According to the MDCPS Attendance Policy, there are no excused tardies. Tardies are counted 
cumulatively. Excessive tardies will be monitored daily and result in the following: 

1 – 3  tardies Warning 
4 – 6  tardies Detention, Saturday School, or suspension 
7+       tardies     Saturday school, outdoor suspension, referral to administrator 

Note: Doral Academy Administration reserves the right to assign disciplinary measures at their 
discretion as they deem appropriate. Failure to attend detention and or Saturday School may result in outdoor 
suspension. 
 
Truancy Procedure 

§ Students with 3 or more unexcused absences or tardies during the first 9 weeks of school will be identified 
by their grade level counselor. The counselor will contact the parent and issue a warning. 

§ Students with 5 or more unexcused absences or tardies will be identified during the 2nd 9 weeks and will 
be referred to their grade level counselor. The counselor will set up a meeting with the parent and will be 
placed on an academic/behavioral contract for the remainder of the school year. 
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§ At the end of the 3rd 9 weeks, students with 10 or more unexcused absences or tardies will be identified. 
These students will be subject to further administrative action. 

 
Early Dismissal Board Rule 6Gx13- 5A-1.041 
The early release of students causes disruption to the academic performance of all students and may create 
safety and security concerns. No students shall be released within the final 30 minutes of the school day unless 
authorized by the principal or principal’s designee (i.e., emergency, sickness).  Excessive Early Releases (20 or 
more) will result in “No Credit” for the class or classes missed. 
 
Early Dismissal 

§ Parents/guardians must come to the reception area to request for early dismissal. 
§ Parents/guardians must present picture identification which must be consistent with the information on 

the Emergency Contact Card; after a student’s 5th early dismissal, a doctor’s note will be required for 
make-up work to be provided. 

§ NO student will be released after 2:00pm for high school students and 3:00pm for middle school 
students. 

§ Early dismissal will count as absences and will affect the student’s attendance record for the classes 
missed. 

§ A parent/guardian must come in person to add or delete names to the Emergency Contact Card. 
§ No one under the age of 21 may sign-out any students. 

 
No Credit (NC) 
Any student who accumulates 10 or more hours of unexcused absences in an annual course and 5 or more 
hours in a semester course may be subject to the withholding of credit regardless of the student’s academic 
grade.  The school runs on a block schedule which means that students attend classes for approximately 1½ 
hours at a time; therefore, it is the equivalent of two (2) absences.  This will also apply to any student who 
accumulates ten (10) or more tardies in a semester course or twenty (20) or more tardies in an annual course. 
 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 

HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE – 7:30am-2:30pm  
1st Period 7:30 – 8:22 (Everyday) 

2nd/3rd Period 8:30 – 10:09 
*10:09 – 10:17 Morning Show/Announcements 

4th/5th Period 10:26 – 12:43 
*A Lunch 10:26 – 10:56 
*B Lunch 11:02 – 11:32 
*C Lunch 11:38 – 12:08 
*D Lunch 12:13 – 12:43 

6th/7th Period 12:52 – 2:30 
 

“A” days are periods 1,3,5,7, “B” days are periods 1,2,4,6 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHEDULE – 8:30am-3:30pm 
2nd/3rd Period 8:30 – 10:09 

*10:09 – 10:17 Morning Show/Announcements 
4th/5th Period 10:26 – 12:43 
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*A Lunch 10:26 – 10:56 
*B Lunch 11:02 – 11:32 
*C Lunch 11:38 – 12:08 
*D Lunch 12:13 – 12:43 

6th/7th Period 12:52 – 2:30 
8th Period 2:38 – 3:30 (Everyday) 

 
“A” days are periods 3,5,7,8, “B” days are periods 2,4,6,8 

 
 
ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
Doral Academy has worked closely with the Doral Police to ensure student safety during arrival and dismissal 
times.  

• Parents should not drop off or pick up students outside of the “Drop-off/Pick-up zones” as noted on the 
maps on the next page and on the school website at Drop Off & Pick Up Procedures. 

• Students may not be dropped off nor picked up on NW 25th Street, NW 27th Street, or 112th Avenue. 
• No cars may park along 112th Avenue or NW 27th Street. 
• All traffic rules will be enforced by Doral Police. 
•  

 
Florida Harm Prevention and Threat Management Model 

 
Florida Statute, Section 1001.212(12), requires the Florida Department of Education’s Office of Safe 
Schools to develop a statewide behavioral threat management operational process, a Florida-specific 
behavioral threat assessment instrument, and a threat management portal. Florida’s Harm Prevention and 
Threat Management Model was designed to identify, assess, manage, and monitor threats to schools, 
school staff, and students. 
 
The goal of all school safety efforts is to prevent violence or harm to members of the school community. Threat 
management uses a methodology that identifies students exhibiting threatening or other concerning behavior, gathers 
information to assess the risk of harm to themselves or others, and identifies appropriate interventions to prevent 
violence and promote successful outcomes. The process applies a non-punitive assessment to distinguish between 
innocuous and serious situations. The aim of the threat management process is to intervene at the earliest stage to 
provide assistance to students and to alter or disrupt concerning behavior for the benefit of the student and school. 
 
The Florida Harm Prevention and Threat Management Model’s process is a systematic, fact-based method 
designed to identify, using threat assessment protocols, whether behaviors or communications constitute a 
concern for violence or harm to another person. Upon a determination that a risk of violence exists, the 
threat management process then results in determining the level of concern and appropriate management 
of the person posing the concern to mitigate the risk of harm and remove them from the pathway to violence. 
The classification of an individual is based on their presenting risk and needs and balanced against 
protective factors. The Florida Model assigns a Low, Medium, or High level of concern (also called threat 
levels) to each concerning behavior or threat reported to the threat management team that cannot be 
summarily closed as unfounded. There are four possible dispositions:  
 
Unfounded Determination 
An unfounded determination means that there is not a sufficient factual basis to support the allegation, or it 
can be determined that the threats were never made; what was said was clearly not a threat; or the 
incident/behavior of concern did not happen or rise to the level of posing a threat or concern of harm to the 
school community. In sum, an unfounded threat has no factual basis to support the allegation. The reporting 
person may simply have been mistaken about the concerning behavior. No threat management action is 
needed when a threat allegation is deemed unfounded. This disposition is appropriate only when it is clear 
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there is no factual basis to support the allegation; the case should be advanced to the next step if there is 
any doubt. 
 
Low Level of Concern  
Low levels of concern in a school setting are generally expressions of anger, frustration, fear, or anxiety 
that are noticeable but do not represent a serious concern. A Low level of concern designation is appropriate 
where a person poses a threat of violence or exhibits other concerning behavior that is minimal and it 
appears that any underlying issues can be resolved easily. This level means the concern for future violence 
toward another person is low. There may nonetheless be significant concerns about the person but at that 
time, the concern for violence toward another is at the low end of the spectrum.  
 
Medium Level of Concern  
A Medium level of concern designation is appropriate where the person does not appear to pose an 
immediate threat of violence, but the person exhibits behaviors that indicate a potential intent to harm or 
exhibits other concerning behavior that requires intervention. This level suggests that violence toward 
another may occur, and although the situation is not urgent, violence cannot be ruled out. The threat 
management team may not have complete or completely accurate information to guide the outcome of the 
assessment.  
 
High Level of Concern  
A High level of concern designation is appropriate where the person poses a threat of violence, exhibits 
behaviors that indicate both a continuing intent to harm and an effort to acquire the capacity to carry out a 
plan, and may also exhibit other concerning behavior that requires immediate intervention and protective 
measures for the target. This level suggests the student of concern is reaching a critical point on the pathway 
to violence from which they perceive it may be difficult to turn back. A High level of concern requires 
immediate and continuing attention from threat management resources to ensure violence does not occur.  
 
The level of concern will determine the next steps in the threat management process and whether the threat 
management team may choose to implement, or whether they will be required to implement, a Student 
Support Management Plan (SSMP). The SSMP is part of the threat management process. The SSMP is 
not punitive or part of a disciplinary process. The SSMP is a student support and management plan that 
uses direct and indirect interventions to help create an environment less likely to produce violence. The 
SSMP identifies mandatory action steps that are needed to ensure school safety and responses that can 
help support the student of concern and make positive outcomes more likely. The SSMP is implemented by 
the threat management team imposing requirements on the student. Under the SSMP, a student of concern 
may be required to refrain from certain conduct or may be required to engage in certain actions that are 
designed to prevent harm to others. The action steps selected will comprise the SSMP. The resources and 
other support the student needs will differ depending on the information gathered during the assessment, 
including the mental health interviews when applicable and identified protective measures. The SSMP is 
established for a specified period based on the level of concern and is reviewed each month by the School-
Based Threat Management Team.  
 
Threat management is a proactive approach to preventing violence and other unwanted outcomes. It is 
important to recognize that threat management is not punitive but that a student’s underlying conduct may 
violate laws or school/district regulations, and these actions may result in punitive action separate from and 
unrelated to the threat management process. All threats or reports of concerning behavior should be taken 
seriously and thoroughly reviewed to determine their merit and the level of concern. The threat management 
process is ongoing and ends only when the threat management team deems it appropriate under the 
circumstances, or responsibility is transferred to another threat management team. Remember, if you see 
something, say something. Effective threat management relies on all school employees, volunteers, and 
service providers reporting any threat or concerning behavior. All students, parents, guardians and 
caregivers are strongly encouraged to report any threat or concerning behavior. 
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For additional information on The Florida Harm Prevention and Threat Management Model, please contact 
Yvette Tamargo at ytamargo@doralacademyprep.org. 
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EARLY RELEASE DATES 
-September 18th, February 13th, and April 16th - High School hours 7:30am-11:30am. Middle School hours 
8:30am-12:30pm. 
-June 2 – 5 will be early release dates. All students will be dismissed at 11:30am. High School hours 7:30am-
11:30am. Middle School hours 8:30am-11:30am. 
 
 
CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT 

§ Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) is committed to providing a safe teaching and learning 
environment for students, staff, and members of the community. In July 2020, the School Board 
approved a newly revised Code of Student Conduct (CSC). The revised CSC identifies, recognizes, and 
rewards model student behavior within a framework of clearly established and enforceable rules and 
policies. It advocates a holistic approach to promoting and maintaining a safe learning environment and 
requires active participation from students, parents/guardians, and school staff. Students and 
parents/guardians can access the English, Spanish and Haitian/Creole versions of the document on the 
M-DCPS Website located at: http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/ or you may request a copy 
from the school.  

§ The rights and responsibilities presented in the Code of Student Conduct reflect the need for providing 
students with greater opportunities to serve themselves and society, and allow students maximum 
freedom under law, commensurate with the schools' responsibility for student health, safety, and welfare. 

§ In addition, Doral Academy Preparatory School follows its own rules and guidelines which can be found 
in this handbook and the Parent Contract.  

 
Severe Clause Violation 
In the event of a severe clause violation of the Student Code of Conduct or any other school policies and 
procedures, the parent/guardian will be called to pick up the student. Any infraction within the Severe Clause will 
result in further administrative action. Severe violations include, but are not limited to: fighting, profanity, stealing, 
defiance of school personnel, assault upon a staff member, continuous disruptive behavior, any posting of videos 
or pictures pertaining to Doral Academy’s students or faculty, as well as possession and/or use of drugs, tobacco, 
electronic cigarettes (vapes), alcohol, and weapons. 
 
Bullying and Harassment 
Bullying or harassment of any student or employee of a public K-12 educational institution is prohibited. This 
includes the systematical and chronic inflicting of physical or psychological distress, including through the use of 
technology or electronic communication (cyberbullying). Harassment is defined as any threatening insulting, or 
dehumanizing gesture, use of data or computer software, or written, verbal, or physical conduct that places the 
victim in reasonable fear or harm, interferes with performance, and disrupts the orderly operation of the school. 
The Bullying and Harassment Policy may be found at: FLDOE Bullying Prevention 
 
Zero Tolerance Policy 
Doral Academy promotes a safe and supportive learning environment by protecting students and staff from 
conduct that poses a threat to school safety. The Zero Tolerance policy for crime and victimization may be found 
at: 1006.13 
 
 
COLĒGIA 
All students must maintain an active Colēgia account which includes access to student provided email and links 
to a variety of educational tools and programs. 
 
 
UNIFORM POLICY 
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The appearance for students of Doral Academy Preparatory School is of paramount importance.  We believe 
that pride in our appearance is fundamental to good character development and success.  Our goal is to prepare 
students for future success in the business world and our dress code mirrors that. Certain parts of the uniform 
code have been adopted to meet safety requirements. Students should have enough uniform tops and bottoms 
that laundry issues should not interfere with the uniform policy. School uniforms must be purchased and 
embroidered at All Uniform Wear. 
 
 
The following is the uniform policy followed by Doral Academy Preparatory School (Note: Students who do not 
wear the correct uniform will be sent to the office. Repeat offenders may face further administrative action.): 

1. All students are required to wear straight cut, full length, hemmed khaki or blue pants. These pants may 
not have cargo pockets, unusual tailoring and/or labels, may not be manufactured from jean material 
(including those with stitched back pockets), and must be fitted to the student correctly.  Pants that are 
too baggy or too tight, frayed, torn, or distressed are not acceptable and will be deemed in violation of 
the uniform code. Skinny pants are not allowed.  

2. Students must wear the school provided ID and lanyard around their neck daily. ID must be clearly visible. 
ID enforcement will begin after all students have taken yearbook pictures. 

3. Pants must be worn at waist level. 
4. Polo shirts must be red or white for high school students and gray or navy blue for middle school students 

bearing the Doral Academy logo.  Shirts must be sized to allow for a 2 – 3-inch overlap.   
5. During cooler weather, a plain white or red (high school) / navy blue or gray (middle school) long sleeve 

or turtleneck may be worn underneath polo shirts.   
6. Sweaters/jackets can only be solid red and white for high school students or navy blue or gray sweaters 

for middle school students. No lettering or logos on the sweaters, unless they are the Doral sweaters 
available at the school (This includes athletics and club sponsored sweaters). Doral long sleeved shirts 
may be worn daily, but must have a school polo underneath. 

7. Club shirts can only be worn on Jean Days. They may not be worn in lieu of a school polo shirt.  
8. Regardless of weather conditions, only approved school colored sweaters, jackets, and or coats may be 

worn during the school day. No blankets.  
9. Shoes must be enclosed and ALL black in color.  This includes outsoles. NO OPEN-TOED SHOES, NO 

BOOTS OR NO CROCS. Shoes must be worn properly. 
10. Hair must not be dyed with unnatural colors, worn unusually, or maintained in unacceptable condition. 

Facial hair should be maintained short to the skin and well groomed. 
11. All headgear is forbidden on school property except as deemed acceptable by the administration for 

special events.  (Head gear that forms part of a sporting uniform is allowed for those sports only and 
during those events.) 

12. No buttons, tags, or labels may be worn on the school uniform unless approved by the administration. 
13. School approved spirit / club sponsored gear may only be worn on pre-approved days. 
14. Jeans are limited to pre-designated jean days only. Rips, holes, or frays in jeans are not acceptable. 

Refer to the online school calendar for dates. 
15. Earrings are limited to one pair of stud earrings. No gauges, hoops, or dangling earrings will be permitted. 

Additional piercings or tattoos must not be visible. 
 

Important Note for PE and Dance Classes: PE and Dance require the use of specific uniforms that are a 
requirement for class. PE uniforms are available for purchase at the beginning of each semester. Students not 
wearing the appropriate uniform will not receive credit for participation in class. 

 
Note:   
If the student is deemed to be out of school uniform, the school will confiscate the article of clothing or accessory 
in question and the student will have the option of: 

§ Contacting the parent / guardian for the correct article of clothing 
§ Purchasing the correct article of clothing from the All Uniform Wear.  
§ The confiscated article of clothing or accessory will be returned only to the parent / guardian. 
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§ After the third incident with the same student, the school will confiscate the article of clothing or accessory 
till the end of the year and progressive disciplinary measures will begin. (Examples of discipline include 
but are not limited to detention, Saturday school and/or outdoor suspension) 

The student must comply with the uniform policy in order to be allowed into class. Students will be retained at 
the schools’ office or in another part of the building prior to admittance into the school. 
 
Dress Code Board Rule 6Gx13- 5C-1.031 
Students are expected to come to school with proper care given to personal cleanliness, grooming, and neatness 
of dress. Students whose personal attire or grooming distracts the attention of other students or teachers from 
their school work shall be required to make the necessary alterations to such attire or grooming before entering 
the classroom or be sent home by and administrator to be properly prepared for school. Students who fail to 
meet the minimum acceptable standards of cleanliness and neatness as determined by administration and as 
specified in this rule, shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary measures. 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 
All Doral Academy Preparatory students are expected to be honest in the way they carry out, present and submit 
their work. This means that all parts of works submitted for assignments and assessments, whether internal or 
external, must either be original to the student or must be properly cited. 
  
Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty/malpractice may involve:  

• Copying materials from a textbook, the internet, or another student and presenting it as one’s own work.  
• Collusion.  
• Taking unauthorized materials into a classroom or examination room (e.g. electronic devices other than 

a permitted calculator, notes, smartphones, etc.) regardless of whether this material is used or potentially 
contains information pertinent to the examination.  

• Misconduct during an examination, including any attempt to disrupt the examination or distract another 
student.  

• Exchanging or in any way supporting, or attempting to support, the passing of information that is related 
to an examination.   

• Failing to comply with the instructions of the teacher/proctor or other members of the school’s staff 
responsible for the conduct of the examination.  

• Impersonating another student.  
• Stealing/copying examination papers.  
• Using an unauthorized calculator during an examination.  
• Disclosing or discussing the content of an examination paper with a person outside of the immediate 

school community within 24 hours of the end of the examination.  
 
**The list above is by no means exhaustive.  
 
Distinction between legitimate collaboration and unacceptable collusion or plagiarism  
There are occasions when group work is entirely desirable and acceptable. This is legitimate collaboration. In 
such a case, each student involved should play a distinct part so that it is clearly seen how their contribution 
differs from that of others in the group. Any written work presented must be individual. One student cannot do 
the writing for another.  
 
Unacceptable collusion occurs when one student copies from another with their agreement, or when one student 
does the work for another.  
Actions to be taken by the school if a student is found guilty of malpractice  
The emphasis of Doral Academy’s academic honesty policy is on prevention, and on students learning the 
appropriate skills of correctly referencing work.  We are aware that students come from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds, and it may take them time to understand this policy. This is not to say that plagiarism is tolerated. 
Repeated offences will mean that more severe action will be implemented.  
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Students found guilty of malpractice in general will be subject to consequences at the discretion of the school 
administration which can include:  

• Meeting with student’s counselor and school administrator about the incident   
• Parents notified 
• Zero earned for the assignment 
• Saturday school detention  
• Outdoor suspension 
• Student placed on academic probation for the school year 

 
How are students educated about academic honesty and integrity?  

§ Policy can be found on the school’s webpage. 
§ Policy will be explained by teacher and may be included in teacher’s syllabi. 
§ Policy will be located in both the Parent Contract and the Parent and Student Handbook. 
§ Policy will be detailed in the school’s morning announcements. 

 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Student Progression Plan and Placement 
Students will be placed with consideration given to their academic needs and progress as well as teacher and 
administration recommendation. The MDCPS Student Progression Plan may be found here: 
http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/93.pdf 
 
Student Enrollment/Lottery Policy 
Students will be admitted to Doral Academy Preparatory regardless of race, gender religion or ethnic origin 
and our admission and dismissal procedures will be equitable for all students. All Doral Academy Inc. schools 
will implement the following enrollment/lottery policy: 
1. Effective immediately, Doral Academy Preparatory will set and advertise a registration / lottery date.   
2. The following groups of students will not have to participate in the lottery and will gain automatic admission/re-

admission assuming they complete the “Intent to Return” form prior to the lottery date. 
i. Current students enrolled at Doral Academy Preparatory 
ii. Siblings of enrolled or accepted students at Doral Academy Preparatory 
iii. Children of employees at Doral Academy Preparatory 
iv. Children of governing board members.   
v. Children of an active duty member of any branch of the United States Armed Forces.  

 
For Federal Grant Recipient Schools, preference will only be given to the following groups while within the 
active grant period. The school Doral Academy Preparatory may resume implementing all preferences 
above, once the grant cycle is completed.   

i. Currently enrolled students 
ii. Siblings of enrolled or accepted students of the grant recipient school  
iii. Children of employees of the grant recipient school 
iv. Children of founding board members of the grant recipient school 

 
3. If the number of applicants is less than or equal to the number of available slots each qualified applicant will 

be accepted and enrolled. 
4. If the number of applicants meeting the established criteria of the charter exceeds the stated capacity of the 

school, or individual classroom or program, each child will be placed in a random lottery (the “Lottery”). 
5. Each application will be given a number, and all numbers for each classroom/program will be placed in a 

database. Numbers will be drawn on a random basis and all slots available per grade will be filled based on 
the rank order of their drawing. The remaining numbers will be used to create the waiting list (the list will be 
developed based on the rank order in which the remaining assigned lottery numbers are randomly drawn). 
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6. There will be at least one school administrator plus a member of the board and/or a representative from an 
independent auditing firm present at the Lottery. 

7. After the Lottery is completed, students will be contacted in the rank order in which names were randomly 
drawn and established on the waiting list.    

8. As openings arise throughout the year, the next child on the waiting list for that particular classroom will be 
offered the “space”.  If the school accepts applications during the school year and already has a waiting list 
from a previous lottery, the school may either re-draw all names to date (less those 
accepted/withdrawn/removed by request) or conduct periodic subsequent lotteries and add the names in the 
rank order drawn to the initial list created via a random lottery.   

9. The parent has 48 hours to accept/refuse the space and complete all required documentation for admission 
into program. If the parent is not able to do so, the space will go to the next child on the waiting list.  Applicant 
names for parents who do not respond within 48 hours or who do not accept the available space will be 
removed from the list and requested to reapply in the future if they would like to be considered at a later date.    

10. If there are more spaces than applications, the school may accept all students after the registration period 
has ended. If the school continues to accept applications after the initial registration period, the school will: 
A) Conduct subsequent registration periods with advertised due dates and determine whether a lottery is 

necessary at the end of that period; or,  
B) Conduct a “rolling” registration weekly. At the end of each week, determine whether or not a lottery is 

necessary. 
1. If the school receives more applications that week than the available seats, the school will: 

a) Conduct a lottery; 
b) Notify families that received available spaces, and  
c) Put remaining applications on a waiting list in the rank order their numbers are randomly drawn 

OR let families know they will be included in the next lottery when spaces become available. 
2. If no lottery is necessary at the end of the week because the school has more space than applications 

received, all applicants may be accepted. 
3. Repeat steps a and b above at the end of each week or as long as the school continues to accept 

applications for each school year. 
11. The school may choose the option of maintaining a waiting list application pool rather than a rank ordered 

waiting list. When the school chooses this option, it will conduct the lottery from all available applications 
received to date and stop when all available spaces have been filled. Each time the school has available 
space, it will conduct a new lottery. 

12. The school may implement limited enrollment periods to target specified student populations in accordance 
with Florida Statute, Section 1002.33(10)(e). 
 

 
School Communication Procedure 
Doral Academy Preparatory utilizes the School Messenger System to contact parents with pertinent school 
information. All telephone numbers are updated from the MDCPS DSIS record system. Any corrections or 
additions that need to be made must be done so in person with the school’s Registrar.    
 
 
 
Electronic Devices 
Possession of a cellular telephone is not a violation of the Code of Student Conduct (CSC). However, the 
possession of a cellular telephone which disrupts the educational process; the use of the cellular telephone 
during school hours; and the possession or use of a cellular telephone which disrupts or interferes with the 
safety-to-life issue for students being transported on a M-DCPS school bus, would be a violation of the CSC.  
Use of electronic devices are not permitted in classrooms during school hours unless authorized by teacher.  In 
addition, any visible items such as headphones or electronic devices are subject to confiscation.  

§ If a student has an electronic device confiscated, that item must be picked-up by a legal guardian the 
following school day. 

§ Upon the third confiscation of the electronic device, students are subject to an administrative action.  
Internet Use Policy Board Rule 6Gx13- 6A-1.112 
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Access and use of the internet is a privilege, not a right, and its use must support the educational objectives of 
the District and Doral Academy Preparatory School. Students must always get permission from their teachers 
prior to using the internet. In addition, the District prohibits the transmission of materials such as copyright 
material, threatening or obscene material or material protected by trade secret, which violate local, state, and 
federal law or regulation, as well as the use of the Internet for product advertisement, commercial activities, 
political campaigning or solicitation. 
 
Confidential Information 
Parents, guardians, and students are protected by The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act and Florida 
Statutes from individual’s access to information in student educational records, and provide the right to challenge 
the accuracy of these records. These laws provide that without the prior consent of the parent, guardian or 
eligible student, a student's records may not be released, except in accordance with the provisions listed in the 
above-cited laws. The laws provide certain exceptions to the prior consent requirement to the release of student 
records, which include, but are not limited to, school officials with a legitimate educational interest and lawfully 
issued subpoenas and court orders. 
 
Each school must provide to the parents, guardians or eligible students annual notice in writing of their right to 
inspect and review student records. Once a student reaches 18 years of age or is attending an institution of post-
secondary education, the consent is required from the student only, unless the student qualifies as a dependent 
under the law. 
 
Lost and Found  
All Lost and Found items are located in the school’s A and B building Main Offices.  
 
Free/Reduced Lunch Program 
The National School Lunch Programs administered by Miami-Dade County Public Schools provides free and 
reduced priced meals for children unable to pay the full price. Applications must be filled out each school year. 
Forms are sent home to parents or guardians the first week of school. Meal benefits begin on the day the 
application is approved and continue throughout the school year in which the application is approved, the 
summer, and approximately the first twenty days of next school year. Lunch accounts may be paid via the 
Online School Store. 

Students Reduced Price $0.40        Students Paid Price $4.00 
 
Educational Excellence School Advisory Committee (EESAC) 
The EESAC has the responsibility of monitoring, evaluating and revising the vision, mission and implementation 
plans of the school. Members obtain feedback from their constituents and express them at meetings and 
conferences. Within the EESAC are members of the Staff, School's Administration, Student Body, PTSI, and 
Dade Partners, all of whom work collaboratively to support the school with resources that are available. 
Equipment, supplies, and materials are purchased to support the schools strategic and action plans with 
expenditures focused on identified key performance areas. Meetings take place once a month from September 
- May. Dates will be available in August 2024. 
 
Parent-Teacher Student Involvement Group (PTSI) 
The Doral Academy Preparatory School’s Parent-Teacher Student Involvement Group works to support our 
school. They support the faculty and administration in their efforts to improve educational and extracurricular 
activities in the school. They work to encourage parent, student and public involvement in the school as a whole. 
Meetings take place once a month from September - May. Dates will be available in August 2024. 
School Insurance 



20 
 

The Student Protection Plan is designed as supplemental coverage for students for injuries received while 
participating in school sports, while traveling to and from school or when involved in accidents while engages in 
supervised activities on the school premises. Participation in this program is voluntary; however, all students 
taking part in athletic competitions and/or enrolled in vocational lab classes must carry the student accident 
insurance. The school will provide 2024-2025 enrollment information to the parents.  
 
Emergency Contact Information 
Student Data/Emergency Contact Cards are distributed during the first week of school. Students are expected 
to bring the cards home and present them to their parents or guardians. The card must be carefully completed 
and then returned. The information provided on the Student Data/Emergency Contact Card will enable school 
staff to contact the parent/guardian immediately in the case of an emergency. Students may only be released 
from school to the persons listed on the emergency contact card after presenting a picture identification. No 
persons, other than school staff, will have access to the information submitted. Documentation may only be 
submitted in person.  
 
After-School Care 
The aftercare program will provide students with a snack, access to technology, and a setting that will encourage 
them to do their best. Please refer to the school website for additional information. After-School Care 
 
Financial Obligations  
All financial obligations incurred, i.e., school fees, textbook loss or damage, club activities, overdue or lost library 
books must be paid in the school’s treasurer’s office. 
 
Florida Comprehensive Reading Plan 
Doral Academy follows the Florida Comprehensive Reading Plan. 
 
Health Screening 
Scoliosis Screening - The Florida Legislative Statute, 381.0056, and School Board Rule 6Gx13-5D1.021 School 
Health Services Program, mandates scoliosis screenings to be performed annually for students in grade six. 
Parents will be notified of the school’s scoliosis screenings via a letter sent to parent(s)/guardian(s). Trained 
personnel will perform this screening on a determined date.  
 
Immunizations (Requirements for School Entry) 

1. A complete Florida Certification of Immunization – Blue Card Form DH 680 - according to grade level.  
2. State of Florida School Entry Health Exam – Yellow Form DH 3040 - no older than 12 months. 
3. Tuberculosis Clinical Screening, PPD or Chest X-ray. 
Note: Student’s that do not meet these requirements must be removed from school until they are 
met. 

 
Work Permits 
The State of Florida requires age verification prior to referring any child for employment. It is against Florida and 
Federal Child Labor Laws to employ children under the age of 14. In addition, days and hours of employment 
are restricted based on the child’s age. 
 
Parent Portal 
Parents/guardians of all Miami-Dade County Public Schools students, including employees, have access to the 
Parent Portal. In order to access the information in the portal, you must first establish a parent user account. At 
this time, you can view and update personal information, view your child’s information - including grades, 
attendance, and have access to the Parent Resource link, which takes them to sites such as School of Choice. 
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GRADE REPORTING 
Academic Grades 
Academic grades are to reflect the student’s academic progress based on the standards for the grade 
level/course in which the student is enrolled. The grade must not be based upon student’s effort and/or conduct.  
 

GRADE NUMERICAL VALUE VERBAL INTERPRETATION GRADE POINT VALUE 
A 90-100% Outstanding progress 4 
B 80-89% Above average progress 3 
C 70-79% Average progress 2 
D 60-69% Lowest acceptable progress 1 
F 0-59% Failure 0 
I 0 Incomplete 0 

 
Effort 
Effort grades are to be used to communicate to both students and parents the teacher’s evaluation of a student’s 
effort as related to the instructional program. These grades are independent of academic and conduct grades 
and are reflective of a student’s attitude, potential, and study habits. 
 
Conduct 
Conduct grades are to be used to communicate to both students and their parents the teacher’s evaluation of a 
student’s behavior and citizenship development. These grades are independent of academic and effort grades 
and is consistent with the student’s overall behavior. 
 
Grade Point Average (GPA) 
When calculating the grade for a semester or an annual course, the following grade point averages are to be 
used: 

A = 3.50 and above 
B = 2.50 – 3.49 
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C = 1.50 – 2.49 
D = 1.00 – 1.49 

 
Interim Progress Report 
Interim progress reports will be sent home mid-way through each grading period.  
  
Unsatisfactory Progress Report 
Unsatisfactory progress reports will be sent home if the student is performing unsatisfactorily in academics, 
conduct, or effort. 
 
Principal’s Honor Roll Qualifications 

 Principal’s Honor Roll 
Academic 
Average 

4.0 
Academic 
Grades 

All A 
Effort All 1 
Conduct Average 4.0 
Conduct Grades All A 

 
Middle Grades Promotion Requirement 

• 3 English/Language Arts course 
• 3 Mathematics courses 
• 3 Science courses 
• 3 Social Studies courses 
• 1 semester of physical education or equivalent per year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High School Graduation Requirement 

• 24 credits 
o 4 English/Language Arts courses 
o 4 Mathematics courses 
o 3 Science courses 
o 3 Social Studies courses 
o 1 Fine/Performing Arts, Speech & Debate, or practical Arts course 
o 1 Physical Education course 
o 8 Elective credits 
o 1 Online course (as part of the 24 credits) 
o .5 credit of Personal Finance 

 
5-point Rule (high school courses only) 
In authorized annual courses, the student’s final grade is determined as follows: 25 percent for each of four nine-
week grading periods, with a provision for teacher override. This equates to ten points required to pass an annual 
course using a 4.0 scale. Students in grades 9-12, in order to pass an annual course must earn a minimum of 
10 grade points, five of which must be earned in the second semester.   
 Permanent Records (from the MDCPS Student Educational Records Manual) 
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Miami-Dade County Public Schools maintains the records of students in PK-12 and adult/vocational students 
enrolled in high school completion programs or vocational programs of 450 hours or more. Permanent records 
consist of the following student information: 

§ pupil’s or student’s full legal name 
§ authenticated birth date, place of birth, race, and sex 
§ last known address of pupil or student 
§ names of pupil’s or student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) 
§ name and location of last school attended 
§ number of days present and absent, date enrolled, date withdrawn 

 
Home Learning Policy 
Home learning is an essential part of the instructional process as it provides reinforcement and extension of 
class instruction, serving as a basis for further study and preparation for future class assignments. Students 
should complete the assigned home learning as directed paying careful attention to detail and the quality of work, 
return home learning at the designated time, and devote at least 30 minutes each day to reading. MDCPS School 
Board Policy 2330 
 
Make-up Assignments  
Teachers are required to provide students with make-up assignments once the absence has been excused; 
however, it is the responsibility of the student to request the assignments from the teacher(s). 
 
 
GOVERNING BOARD 
Meetings 
For a current list of Governing Board meeting dates, please visit our school website or contact the main office. 
 
Procedures for Addressing Concerns 
Positive relations between the School and its parents and families are a primary concern. For that reason, 
every effort will be made to handle disputes in the most positive way possible. The following steps have been 
outlined in order to facilitate resolution of such issues: 

Step1 - Make an appointment to clarify issues with your student’s teacher (if applicable). 
Step 2 - Make appointment to clarify issue with the school administrator. 
Step 3 - Contact Educational Support Provider  

Academica - 305-669-2906, parentsupport@academica.org 
Step 4 - Educational Support Provider will put you in the contact with the Board Appointed Parent  

Liaison for your school. 
Step 5 - State concerns at a scheduled Governing Board meeting. If you want the Board to  

resolve or address some dispute or issue that you have with the school, then you must describe the 
matter in writing (assistance available upon request from Kelly Mallon/ Board Liaison whose contact 
information is below) at least 3 days prior to a regular scheduled meeting. 

Kelly Mallon 
Board Liaison 

Email: kmallon@academica.org 
Mailing address: 6340 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL. 33143 

Fax: 305-669-2906 
 
Note: This policy does not replace or change any proceeding that is governed by the Code of Student Conduct 
of the Parent Contract 
 
 
Conflict Resolution Contact information for each school are as follows:  
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§ Doral Academy Charter Middle- Jorge Nunez jnunez@doralacademyprep.org 
§ Doral Academy Charter High- Carlos Ferralls cferralls@doralacacdemyprep.org 
§ Doral Performing Arts and Entertainment- Marianella Mesa mdmesa@doralacademyprep.org 
§ Doral Academy of Technology- Yvette Tamargo ytamargo@doralacademyprep.org 

In the event the above listed person is unable to assist with a dispute, the Board has appointed Jeanette Nunez 
(jnunez@academica.org) as the Conflict Resolution Person for Doral Academy, Inc.  
 
SAFETY AND SECURITY 
The Emergency Operations Plan 
Student and employee safety is a primary concern of the Miami-Dade County Public School (M-DCPS) System. 
The Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) was created to provide school personnel with the necessary leadership 
skills and knowledge needed to respond to critical incidents or other related emergencies that may occur in our 
schools /community.  All schools have a site-specific plan to address all types of critical incidents. These plans 
address the individual needs of the school, and provide guidelines for devising methods for communicating with 
the staff, students, parents/guardians, and the media during a critical incident or an emergency. Some of the 
protective action procedures include the evacuation of students/staff from the building(s), evacuation of the 
disabled, and if necessary, the relocation of students/staff from the school campus, lockdown procedures, and 
holding/dismissing students during school and community emergencies 
 
All school administrators and school personnel have been adequately trained in the school EOP and are 
prepared to respond immediately during a critical incident or emergency to provide safety for all children. 
 
Lock Down Procedures 
In the event of an emergency, the primary responsibility of all school personnel is to ensure the safety of all 
students. In the event a school administrator announces a possible threat to students and staff safety exists 
within the community, or an imminent threat to students and staff safety exists within the school, students, faculty, 
and staff will comply with all the procedures outlined in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools Critical Incident 
Response Plan and remain on lockdown until a school administrator makes an “All Clear” announcement. 
 
 
 
 
FortifyFL 
This suspicious activity reporting tool allows you to instantly relay information to appropriate law enforcement 
agencies and school officials. You will be able to provide a description of the threat, share pictures and videos, 
and have the option to post anonymously. 
 
Emergency Drills 
Emergency drills will take place according to the Miami-Dade County Public School Policy and Emergency 
Procedures. These drills include: fire, tornado, code yellow, code red, bomb threat, hostage situation, and active 
assailant. 
 
Illnesses 

• An ailing child has difficult time learning and also may present a health hazard to others. Students 
becoming ill will be sent to the office.  

• The school will not be responsible for providing medication. 
• Symptoms requiring immediate attention and/or removal from school include: fever, vomiting, bleeding, 

fractures and broken bones, severe bumps or bruises, red watery eyes (Pink Eye), red itchy bumps all 
over the body (Chicken Pox/Measles), itchy head (Lice), dizziness or loss of consciousness 
(concussion). 

• If student has tested positive for COVID-19, please provide the information to the school nurse 
(nurse@doralacademyprep.org) and keep your child at home until the return date that will be 
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communicated to you. 
o The school shall continue to monitor guidance and implement procedures which are 

recommended by The Florida Department of Health, The Center for Disease Control, The Florida 
Department of Education and/or Miami-Dade County Public Schools.  

 
Medication Policy 
According to school board policy 5330-Use of Medications, the School Board shall not be responsible for the 
diagnosis and treatment of student illness. The administration of prescribed medication and/or medically-
prescribed treatments to a student during school hours will be permitted only when failure to do so would 
jeopardize the health of the student (i.e. Epi-Pens, insulin, seizure and/or asthma medication) and the student 
would not be able to attend school if the medication or treatment were not made available during school hours, 
or the child is disabled and requires medication to benefit from his/her educational program. Medication 
includes all medicines prescribed by a medical provider, such as Epi-Pens, insulin, seizure and/or asthma 
medication. Over the counter medication and antibiotic regiments are not to be administered during school 
hours or school personnel.  

If your child requires the use of medication, a medication packet completed by the students diagnosing 
physician is required. For further information please contact Magaly Ercilla at mercilla@doralacademyprep.org  
 
Accident Reports 
Any student who witnesses an accident or is injured in school should report it immediately to the nearest staff 
member. The schools’ registrar or administrator will assist the person in obtaining and filling out the accident/ 
incident report.  
 
Closing of School 
The emergency closing of a school for any cause, such as weather or in which the safety of individuals may be 
endangered, is at the discretion of the Superintendent of Schools. 
 
Identification Cards 
Student identification cards are issued early in the school year and must be worn on a school provided lanyard 
daily as part of the school uniform. 
Parking 
Parking decals for all motor vehicles, including mopeds and motorcycles, will be required for students parking at 
the school. Vehicles without parking decals will be ticketed or towed at the owner’s expense. Decals are issued 
based on the academic achievement, a minimum GPA of a 3.0, and on a first come first served basis. 
 
Visitors 
Due to legal regulations, students are not permitted to have guests attend school with them at any time. Visitors 
must first register with the receptionist in the main office, sign-in and produce photo identification. Anyone who 
fails to follow these procedures will be considered a trespasser and may be subject to arrest.  
 
Elevator 
The school elevator is to be used by individuals who are handicapped and unable to use the stairs. Students 
who need temporary access to the elevator must first meet with their counselor to get approval. 
 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
The School Board of Miami-Dade County ensures that all students with disability are identified, evaluated, and 
provided appropriate, specially designed instruction and related services, if it is determined that the student 
meets the state's eligibility criteria and the parent/guardian consents to initial placement.  
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Prior to referral for evaluation, the student must have participated in the school's Response to Intervention (RTI), 
and have been referred to the school's Student Support Team (SST) to determine further interventions and future 
steps.  

 
Students with disabilities who are eligible and require special education will have an Individual Educational Plan 
(IEP).  The IEP describes the student's strengths and weaknesses and documents the services and supports 
the student needs in order to access a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive 
environment (LRE).   

 
The IEP is a working plan that must be developed by the IEP team. The plan will be reviewed on a yearly basis 
and revised when appropriate, to revise and address any lack of expected progress toward annual goals, or to 
consider any new information that has been provided through re-evaluation or by the parent/guardian.  
 
Parent involvement in the special education process is imperative. Parents will be asked to participate in the IEP 
process each year and to consider the need for their child's re-evaluation at least once every three years.   

 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) states that parents of a child with a disability have certain 
procedural safeguards.  The Summary of Procedural Safeguards for Parents of Students with Disabilities 
contains all the information about the rights of parents. This notice of procedural safeguards is made available 
to the parent/guardian, at a minimum, upon initial referral; or the parent's request for evaluation; upon the school 
district's refusal to conduct an initial evaluation that the parent/guardian has requested; upon each notification of 
an IEP meeting; upon consent for re-evaluation; upon the school district's receipt of a request for a due process 
hearing; and any other time the parent/guardian may request to receive a copy.   
 
Other rights that are presented in the procedural safeguard document include, but are not limited to, the right of 
prior written notice; informed consent; participation in meetings; records, independent educational evaluation, 
mediation, state complaint; local education agency complaint; due process hearings; resolution meetings; due 
process; attorney fees; discipline; and private school placement.  

 
As the parent of a child with disabilities, you are a very important member of the team that plans your child's 
education.  Be informed and get involved.  If you have any questions, please contact the school. Staff from the 
special education department and your child's student service provider will help to answer your questions. 
Additional information may also be found at http://ese.dadeschools.net/.  
 
 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
Parents at Doral Academy Preparatory School are recommended to complete 30 volunteer hours per child prior 
to the last month of the school year. 
 
Please note: Parents who also have a child in Doral Academy Elementary and/or Just Arts and 
Management, must also complete 30 hours at Doral Academy Preparatory. 
 
Volunteer Program 
The ConciergePad system is responsible for electronic registration and background checks of volunteers.  
Any individual interested in volunteering at Doral Academy Preparatory must: 

§ Complete the Registration at school via the ConciergePad system 
§ Provide a copy of a current valid government-issued identification with picture. 
§ Agree to a background check. 
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SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
 

Carlos Ferralls  Principal 
Yvette Tamargo  Vice Principal 

Jorge Nuñez  Assistant Principal 
Marianella Mesa  Assistant Principal 
Daniel Gonzalez  Assistant Principal 

Sophie Perez 
Gloria Acosta 

 Assistant Principal 
Curriculum Coach 

Steve Iglesias  Administrative Assistant 
Brenda Margolles  Test Chair 

Carlos Perez  Athletic Director 
Melodies Vilomar  Activities Director 
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